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NOTE: Grants may only be submitted to DARPA through Grants.gov.  Grants may not be 
submitted through any other means (including fax, e-mail, hard-copy, https://dsobaa.darpa.mil, and 
other comparable systems). 

Q: The maximum per year funding request for DARPA-RA-14-07 is $250,000.00 
($500,000.00 max for 2 years).  Do all proposals need to request the maximum funding?  

A: No, proposers are NOT required to request the maximum funding amount per year, or 
overall.  Proposals should provide a budget and justification as appropriate for each level of 
effort.  

Q: YFA is a single investigator award.  Can I fund activities at another organization in 
support of my YFA research project?  Can I propose teaming and/or subcontracts?  

A: As stated in the RA (Section III.C), “This solicitation is for single investigator proposals 
only; however investigators will be given the opportunity to propose teaming if the nature of 
the proposal requires it.  Teaming and or subcontract awards will be limited to no more than 
30% of the total grant value.  It is preferred that potential team members be university 
professors fitting the proposer eligibility guidelines.  Specific content, communications, 
networking, and team formation will be the sole responsibility of the participants.”  Proposers 
can also pay for services such as materials processing or integrated circuit fabrication at 
another organization; however, funds for these services must be included in the proposal 
budget. 

Q: Can my budget include money to support graduate students and post-doctoral 
students helping me do the proposed research?  Does my budget need to include overhead 
costs? 

A: Your budget may include funds for graduate students and post-doctoral students.  
Additionally, your budget will need to include all overhead costs.  Your total budget, including 
both of these funds, must fall within the budget parameters set by the RA.   

Q: What is the projected period of performance timeline for DARPA-RA-14-07?  

A: The timeline for award decisions is not available at this time. 
 
Q: Do all online proposal submissions to the RA have to go through Grants.gov?   

A: Yes.  The RA must be submitted through http://www.Grants.gov .  Please note DARPA-
RA-14-07 requires the submission of 2 separate files for the technical volume and cost volume.  



Submissions to Grants.gov must adhere to this format.  The files can be uploaded into the 
“Attachments” section of the SF 424.  No other Grants.gov forms are required. 

Q: I am [a non-U.S. citizen/a Permanent Resident/here on a Green Card/etc.]; can I apply 
to YFA?  Do I need to be able to obtain a security clearance to be eligible for YFA?  

A: There is no language in the RA prohibiting a non-U.S. citizen/Permanent Resident/person 
here on a Green Card/etc. from applying to this RA; all such persons MAY apply to this RA.  It 
is NOT a requirement of the RA that proposers be eligible to obtain a U.S. security clearance. 

Q: I hold an H1B Visa.  Am I eligible to submit? 
 
A: YFA is open to Foreign Nationals and does not distinguish between types of work visas.  As 
stated in the RA (Section III.A), “Non-U.S. organizations and/or individuals may participate to 
the extent that such participants comply with any necessary nondisclosure agreements, security 
regulations, export control laws, and other governing statutes applicable under the 
circumstances.”  Also, please note that you do not have to be able to obtain a U.S. security 
clearance to be eligible for YFA 2014.   
 
Q: What are the eligibility requirements with regards to tenure?  Have they changed 
from prior year requirements?   
 
A: The RA requirements regarding eligibility have not changed from the 2013 YFA RA.  
Section III.A of DARPA-RA-14-07 states that. "Participation is limited to untenured Assistant 
or Associate Professors within 5 years of appointment to a tenure-track position at a U.S. 
institution of higher education or equivalent at a non-profit science and technology research 
institution."  A proposer must meet the eligibility requirements provided in Section III.A at the 
time that he or she submits a proposal.  If the proposer is from a non-profit science and 
technology research institution a determination of eligibility must be made using the following 
guidance:  
 
·        The PI is within 5 years of the appointment hire date.  
 
·        The employing organization does not offer tenure track appointments. 
 
·        The appointment is a continuing appointment (soft-money appointments and/or visiting 
appointments do not apply and will not be considered).  
 

Q: My tenure track appointment at my current institution began within the allowable 
timeframe, but I was previously affiliated with (employed by) another University.  Which 
date should be used? 
 
A: The tenure-track appointment date requirement applies to the position currently held. 

Q: In what topic is my research most applicable?  



A: It is up to you to choose the most appropriate topic area for your proposed research.  As 
stated in the RA, please note that, "DARPA reserves the right to assign proposals to a different 
topic and/or subtopic areas other than that which was indicated by the proposer."  

Q: My idea fits into multiple topic areas and/or subtopic areas.  May I submit to all topics 
and/or subtopics that are applicable? 
 
A: No.  You may submit to ONE and only one topic area and salient subtopic area(s) if 
applicable.  It is up to you as the proposer to choose a topic area that most closely aligns with 
your proposed idea from the eighteen technical topic areas listed in DARPA-RA-14-07.   
 
Q: Have the topic areas changed?  I do not see [insert topic area] listed? Is [insert topic 
area] available? 
 
A: Yes.  The eighteen topic areas for DARPA-RA-14-07 appear on pages 6-16 of the Research 
Announcement. 

Q: My proposed idea is [insert research idea].  Is this of interest?  Can I get confirmation 
that my research fits within the scope of one of the eighteen technical areas listed in 
DARPA-RA-14-07?  

A: The topic areas are purposefully broad to allow proposers to have maximum creativity in 
their responses.  No further guidance will be provided outside of the technical information 
listed in the RA.    

Q: Is there a limit on the number of applicants who may apply from a single institution?  

A: No.  

Q: How many awards does DARPA anticipate granting under this RA? 

A: The amount of resources made available under this RA will depend on the quality of the 
proposals received and the availability of funds. 

Q: I would like to request a meeting with a specific YFA topic POC.  Is this possible? 

A: No. Unfortunately, due to the high volume of responses to this RA, YFA topic POCs are 
unable to accommodate such meetings.  However, if you have a specific question you may 
send it to DARPA-RA-14-07@darpa.mil.   

Q: Am I required to submit an Executive Summary Slide as per the provided template in 
Attachment 1 of DARPA-RA-14-07.  

A: Yes, it is a requirement of DARPA-RA-14-07 that the Executive Summary Slide in 
Attachment 1 is completed as outlined in Section IV: APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION 
INFORMATION.  



Q: What is a transmittal letter? 
 
A: A transmittal letter is a standard official letter that will need to come from your institution.  
Please reach out to your University’s Research Office for further information and guidance. 
 
Q: I never received an email of verification from DARPA for my proposal.  Was my 
proposal submitted properly and did DARPA receive my proposal? 

A: There are no automated responses from DARPA for Grants.gov submissions but DARPA 
has access to all proposals properly submitted through Grants.gov as they come in.  
Verification from Grants.gov will be the only verification you receive that your proposal has 
been submitted.  Please provide your Grants.gov control number/tracking number in all future 
correspondence regarding your submission.  However, if you have a specific question about 
your submission status you may send it to DARPA-RA-14-07@darpa.mil.   

Q: Where should a bibliography and/or references be placed?  Is there a page limit? 

A: The bibliography (Section III – Additional Information) should be at the end of Volume I 
and does not count towards the 9-page limit. 

Q: Can you provide a sample cost proposal/executive summary/technical 
proposal/transmittal letter/etc. from a previously successful submission? 

A: No. 

Q: Will the proposal submission deadline be extended?   

A: No extensions are planned for this Research Announcement.  
 
Q: Can you clarify the performance period structure the Young Faculty Award 
program? 
 
A: The RA seeks proposals for a research activity consisting of a 24-month base period broken into 
two 12-month phases with a maximum funding level of $250,000 per phase ($500,000 maximum 
total funding for the 24-month base period). For exceptional YFA project performance over the 24-
month base period, up to 4 YFA performers will be awarded a “Director’s Fellowship” with a 
maximum of an additional $500,000 in follow-on funding for an additional 12-month period. 
 
Q: Can you tell me what documents are required for a complete submission? 
 
A: Submissions should include a Volume I, a Volume II and SF424. No other Grants.gov forms are 
required.  
 
Topic Area 3 Questions 
 
Q: Can topic 3 include an implantable device? 
 



A: It is up to the investigator to determine the modality of interfacing with the brain. The 
modality chosen should be appropriately justified in terms of its level of invasiveness and 
ability to record single neurons. 
 
Q: Is electrically recording spiking activity non-responsive if it is done in a fundamentally 
new way? 
 
A: Electrical sensing is one of many ways of transducing signals from the brain. Proposers who 
choose this modality must justify its use in terms of the level of invasiveness and resolution as 
stated in RA area #3. 
 
 
Topic Area 8 Questions 
 
Q: Would non-invasive systems for physiologic monitoring or modulation be responsive 
to this topic area, or is this area focused only on implantable devices?  
 
A: Yes, non-invasive systems are responsive. 
 
Q: Would an innovative approach using active sensing for monitoring purposes be 
responsive, or does the project need to include a modulation focus? 
A: Yes, innovative approaches to active sensing are responsive. 
 
Topic Area 11 Questions 
 
Q: Is it of interest for the technology to also be capable of operating in a "remote" or 
"low resource" environment? 
 
A: Ability of the technology to operate in a "remote" or "low resource"environment is not of 
primary interest to this topic. 
 
Topic Area 17 Questions 
 
Q: Should the proposals on this topic address both RF and power electronics via thin 
transistors? Please clarify what is meant by “power electronics”. 
 
A: The topic does not require a single device technology which would address both RF 
applications (e.g. PA or LNA) and power switching (e.g. power conversion).  The topic seeks 
to identify compelling TFT technology research vectors which offer a better value proposition 
over conventional semiconductor transistors when considering cost, cycle time, and 
performance in the context of a proposer chosen application in the RF or power switching 
domain, either of which would be considered responsive. 
 
Topic Area 18 Questions 
 



Q: Would a focus on software for implementing "meso-scale” neural systems be 
considered or is a hardware implementation a must? 
 
A: Yes, an all software approach is acceptable. 
 
 


